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Modding the Piaggio MP3 Version 2 

Simon Hughes 

The Piaggio MP3 250 is a great scooter but I found I wanted to add some accessories to it and so I 

planned how I would add the following: 

¶ A replacement seat 

¶ Stebel Nautilus airhorn to replace the wimpy standard horn 

¶ A Garmin Zumo GPS unit 

¶ A CTEK battery tender 

¶ A Fabbri medium windscreen & Laminar Lip 

¶ Gorilla 7017 alarm system 

¶ Comagination brake light flasher 

Preparation  
Before you start, make sure you have all the materials and tools ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΧ ƛǘ 

makes life sƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ some of the materials I started out with: 
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The Seat 
.ŜƛƴƎ сΩрέ όмфу ŎƳύ with long legs, I found early on that I really needed to sit back a couple more inches 

than the molded front portion of the stock seat allowed. I tried using an Airhawk cushion, and although 

that helped, the backrest portion of the front part of the seat still dug into my posterior, so I contacted a 

local custom upholstery company (www.velocityupholstery.com) and discussed with them what could 

be done. We agreed that they would essentially extend the height of the rear portion of the seat all the 

way to the front of the seat. Additionally, I had them put a 1-inch topper of memory foam just under the 

new marine vinyl covering. This makes a real difference and is much better than the original. I had them 

replace the two side pieces with a contrasting red vinyl and it is finished with contrasting French 

stitching. Note that the shape of the plastic base portion of the seat makes it difficult to do too much 

change, and I find that there is therefore not a lot of foam between the high portion of the upper back 

seat area. Putting the Airhawk back on the seat totally solves this issue and I know have a seat that feels 

great to sit on and allows me to sit farther back. 

Personally, I think it also improves the look of the bike, giving it a personalized, more unique look. 

 

 

The upholsterer was able to remount the seat sensor perfectly so I no issues with this after the fact.

http://www.therohostore.com/
http://www.velocityupholstery.com/
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The Auxiliary Fuse Panel  

To make things as easy as possible for both this set of installs and any possible subsequent ones, I 

intended to add an auxiliary fuse panel that would only be live when the engine was running and would 

then feed other accessories. The new fuse panel is located inside the front right (as sitting on the bike) 

side and is fed directly from the battery via a 30A inline fuse (located at the battery).  

 

I fished 12 gauge positive and negative wires from the battery compartment down the right side of the 

bike and then through the two small side panels, and finally upward into the front fairing area. The wires 

were within a woven sheath (as you will see in some of the subsequent pictures). 

New wiring to 

front of bike 

30A inline fuse 

Wiring (with inline 

fuse) to battery 

tender jack 
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At this location (front right side) I mounted an 8-fuse panel to the wall (knee panel) via stainless steel 

bolts and nuts, dabbing some Loktite on when it was done. The fuse panel positive feed comes from the 

ƴŜǿ άaƻǘƻǊ hbέ ǊŜƭŀȅ όǎee diagram in Appendix 1) so that it is only live when the engine is running. 

 


